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UM Center Closings

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will close at 

1 p.m. July 1 and remain closed 
through July 4 in observance of the 
Independence Day Holiday. 

Effective July 1 the District Office 
and the Conference Center will close 
at 1 p.m. on Fridays through Labor 
Day. Please call before you come to 
assure that someone is here to greet 
you.

We welcome the following clergy 
who received new appointments 

to the Richmond District at Annual 
Conference in Roanoke on June 19:
Jason Elmore to Asbury Memorial 

UMC
Marti Ringenbach to Beulah UMC as 

associate
Jim C. Dunkin, MOD, to Brandermill 

Church
Mark Roscoe to Woodlake UMC as 

associate
Dickie Coffey, to Prospect UMC 

part-time and to Brookland UMC as 
associate part-time
Ed Pruitt to Discovery UMC
Erin Reibel to St. Andrew’s UMC
Todd Smith to Skipwith UMC
Drew Willson to Trinity UMC as 

associate
Bob Berghuis to Calvary UMC
Michael Southall-Vess to Central UMC
Gay B. Hall to Huguenot UMC
Katie B. Anthony Gooch to Pace 

Center, VCU
And wish God’s richest blessings to 

these pastors who are leaving to begin a 
new adventure in ministry:
Ben Horrocks to Lynchburg District

Will Waller to Danville District
Joe Varner to Elizabeth River District
Paul Baker to Lynchburg District
Amy Beth Coleman to Lynchburg 

District
Thomas Lott to the Arlington District
Teresa McRoberts to leave of absence

And prayers for a blessed retirement 
for: 
Jim Lavender
Kiok Cho
Tim Farrabaugh
Tom Sweat
Alan Thorne

Congratulations to the following 
Richmond District candidates 
for ministry who were ordained, 
commissioned or licensed at Annual 
Conference:
Licensed as a Local Pastor:
Ashley Roth

Commissioned as a Provisional Member:
Erin Reibel

Ordained as Deacons:
Kelley Lane
Jinwook Oh

Ordained as Elders:
Linda E.F. Crabbs
Will Waller

Annual Conference offering

As of June 29, $142,727.95 has been 
received for this year’s Annual 

Conference special offering, just shy of 
the goal of $150,000. 
♦$50,000 for Methodist Mission in 

Cambodia;
♦$25,000 for Methodist Church of Brazil 

programs with at-risk children;
♦$25,000 for training laity in United 

Methodist churches in Mozambique; 
♦$50,000 to help fund disaster 

response in the Virginia Conference.
Contributions may still be sent to 

the Conference Treasurer’s office, P.O. 
Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058.

Welcome, Farewell and Congratulations!
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A Word from the Superintendent
Come gather ‘round people

Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters

Around you have grown
And accept it that soon

You’ll be drenched to the bone
If your time to you

Is worth savin’
Then you better start swimmin’

Or you’ll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin’

Friends,
Perhaps you recognize these words from Bob Dylan’s classic song, “These 

Times They Are a Changin’. ”The lyrics were written in 1964 and spoke of 
the rapid change of the times, times moving so fast that “you better start 
swimming or you’ll sink like a stone…”

Things might have been changing rapidly fifty two years ago but today, it is as 
if we are swimming in Dylan’s changing times on steroids. Just this past week, 
we have had massive turmoil in Europe in the context of “Brexit.” Our political 
candidates gather a surprising following simply because they give voice to the 
endemic anger and dissatisfaction within our country. Our denomination lives on 
the precipice of division. It is perhaps no coincidence that the level and volume 
of anger in our country and beyond has risen in almost direct proportion to 
the decline of faith, religion, and church participation in Europe and the United 
States. Sometimes we get so caught up and confused in the momentum and 
fast moving currents that we become a part of it. Our anger and distrust of 
institution and structure govern our thoughts and we join the cynicism, seeking 
anything that will give our frustration voice. 

So what do we do?  May I humbly suggest that we might remember who 
and whose we are. I find myself going to the words of Scripture:

‘When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. As the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”’–Matthew 9:36-38.

Secular analysts might call it presumptuous, but could our problem be that 
we are simply missing a shepherd? Our nation and our world is a compilation 
of crowds that are “harassed and helpless” simply because of a lack of the 
Shepherd and shepherds. 

Some might look at this contemporary political and cultural climate as 
an insurmountable challenge that calls for nothing but anger and cynicism. 
It appears that Jesus would disagree. What if what our harassed culture is 
looking for is really Jesus? Simplistic? Presumptuous? Or maybe…true? Could 
our culture really be seeking great pastoral and lay leadership modeled on 
the Shepherd? If that is the case, what we are facing in our culture is a divine 
opportunity. Maybe our best course is not to join this contemporary cultural 
anger train but instead to pray for laborers to head off into the field, and be 
ready for that prayer to be answered in our mirrors. 

These times they are a changin’ and changing faster than any of us can 
absorb. We can get angry and vent with the rest of the crowd or we can 
join the risen Christ, see the crowds and their need for the Shepherd, have 
compassion, roll up our sleeves, and get to work. 

See you in the harvest field, 
In Christ, 

Pete

Prayers for...
Rev. Norman Chattin, retired, who was 

hospitalized in June with heart issues.
Rev. Lauren Lobenhofer and husband 

Sam Chafin on the birth, June 15, of 
daughter Monica Jane Chafinhofer.

Rev. Hugh Harris, retired, and wife 
Sharon who was hospitalized in June 
with heart issues.

2 Days 2 Serve 

High School youth are beginning 
to think about their future - their 

vocational journey. What gifts has 
God given them? What are the needs 
of our hurting world? 2 Days 2 Serve, 
to be held Friday, July 22-Saturday, 
July 23 at Randolph-Macon College 
in Ashland, is an event to help youth 
examine God’s call…are they feeling 
called to be teachers, scientists, 
artists, pastors, social workers, public 
servants, or something entirely new 
and different? This event offers four 
hands-on experiences that are vastly 
different requiring different skills and 
gifts, each experience followed by a 
time of reflection and discernment. 
This is an opportunity to stretch, to try 
new things, and to learn a new way of 
listening for God’s call. The cost is $20, 
including meals and one night lodging 
at Randolph-Macon College. For more 
information, contact <Clergy Excellence 
@vaumc.org> or call 521-1126.

Strength to Strength 

Join your fellow pastors of small 
membership congregations for a day 

of training and conversation on Saturday, 
July 23. From Strength to Strength: 
Asset-based Ministry is designed to 
help encourage and equip you to lead 
your congregation. This event will be 
held at Chamberlayne Heights UMC 
in Richmond. Cost is $25. Register at 
<VAUMC.org/Small-Church-Training> by 
July 18.
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Helping Hands

The Virginia Conference event Helping 
Hands will be held at Woodlake UMC, 

15640 Hampton Park Drive, Chesterfield, 
July 21-22. This event gives rising 4-6th 
graders the opportunity to do hands-
on missions in the Richmond area. 
Participants have the option of early 
registration which includes three on-
site mission opportunities or regular 
registration which includes two on-site 
mission opportunities. The cost is $36/
person. Email <mcochran@woodlakeumc.
org> for more information.

Holy Land Volunteers in 
Mission Trip

The Virginia Conference Board of 
Church and Society is sponsoring 

a Volunteers In Mission trip to Israel 
and Palestine from January 30 to 
February 11 in 2017. The trip will provide 
opportunities for learning, serving 
and seeing: team members will visit 
religious sites and United Methodist 
missions projects. There will also be 
opportunities to serve at some of those 
mission projects. Finally, team members 
will visit and meet with Palestinians, 
both Christian and Muslim, as well as 
Israeli Jews. The team will learn more 
about the struggles of life in Palestine 
and efforts to create a just and hopeful 
future. 

The Team is being led by the Rev. John 
Copenhaver and the Rev. Steve Jones, 
both are certified VIM Team leaders. For 
more information, contact either leader 
at <jcopenha@su.edu> or <stevejones@
vaumc.org>. 

An informational meeting about this 
trip will take place on Sunday, July 24 
at 3:30 p.m. at the VAUMC Conference 
Center, 10330 Staples Mill Road, Glen 
Allen. Steve Jones will share information 
and answer questions regarding this VIM 
team. Please let him know if you plan to 
come.

Hermitage Mission Opps 

There are many ways that you can 
enrich the lives and support the 

residents of the communities of Virginia 
United Methodist Homes, Inc. Here are a 
few places where we would love to have 
immediate volunteers and partnerships 
with local congregations near The 
Hermitage at Cedarfield and The 
Hermitage in Richmond. To get involved, 
contact the Team Member listed for 
the specific activity at the community 
nearest to you.

 The Hermitage at Cedarfield—
Richmond:
Individuals to assist in leading worship 

and/or provide short term offerings 
for seasonal studies, Bible Studies, and 
Christian formation.

Church music groups (choral, 
handbell, children, youth, etc.) of any 
age and size to provide their gifts for 
weekly and special services.
 For more information, contact 

Florence Brooks at 474-8853 or 
<FBrooks@vumh.org>.
Ongoing need for non-resident 

assistance in the Business Office 
to help with filing and copying.  
Weekdays, between 9 a.m.–4 p.m. for 
a 2–4 hour shift; can accommodate a 
flexible schedule.
 For information, contact Trish Conlon 

at 474-8802 or <TConlon@vumh.org>.
 The Hermitage in Richmond:

Immediate summer volunteer needs: 
Seamstress, Wednesdays, 9:30 

a.m–2 p.m. 
Gift Shop Attendant, Saturdays, 10 

a.m.–noon, and Mondays, 11 a.m.–
noon

Art Class Assistant, 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday, 10:15–11:30 a.m.

Bingo Assistant: 3rd and 4th Friday, 
2:45–3:45 p.m.; Mondays, 3–3:45 p.m. 
(Health Care); and Fridays, 3:30–4:15 
p.m. (Health Care)

Pokeno Assistant, Thursdays, 
3:30–4:00 p.m. (Health Care)

Out to Lunch Escort, 4th Monday, 11 
a.m.–2 p.m.

Hermitage Chorus Escort, Tuesdays, 
3:15–4:45 p.m.

Pianist, 2nd or 3rd Friday, 1:30–2:30 
p.m.

Volunteers for Sunday chapel to 
help gather and sit with healthcare 
residents during the service.  
Generally 2.5—3 hours on a Sunday 
afternoon, 2 p.m.-4:30/5 p.m.).  

Pastors and Lay Speakers to be a 
“guest preacher” for chapel.
 For more information, contact Joyce 

Caldwell at 474-1805 or <JCaldwell@
vumh.org>.

Shalom Farms Growing
Friends, 

It is with much excitement that we 
announce the expansion of Shalom 
Farms. Shalom Farms was birthed in 
2009 at Westview on the James as a 
pilot project of United Methodist Urban 
Ministries of Richmond. The project 
grew rapidly and ultimately UMUMR 
fully transitioned into Shalom Farms 
as we know it today. The project grew 
about 6,000 lbs. of food in 2009 as a 
way to use the natural resources of 
Westview on the James to better serve 
the needs of those in urban Richmond. 
The farm and organization have steadily 
grown since then. In 2015 the project 
welcomed 4500 volunteers and visitors 
and grew over 125,000 lbs. of food. This 
steady growth means the organization 
needed more land with increased 
accessibility to downtown Richmond, 
and a long term lease so they can build 
the barns and infrastructure needed to 
support this increase in size.  

The new location, conveniently 
located near the intersection of 
Huguenot Trail and 288, will allow the 
farm to welcome 7,000-10,000 visitors 
and eventually grow one million 
servings of fresh fruits and vegetables 
annually. Shalom Farms will continue to 
operate as it always has at Westview on 
the James through November of 2016. 
The farm looks forward to continuing 
to welcome groups from across the 
district and conference at the Westview 
location in the coming months. Shalom 
Farms will continue its close partnership 
with Westview during the 2016 camp 
season to provide fresh produce and 
hands on educational and volunteer 
experiences for all campers. The full 
transition will happen during the winter 
of 2016/2017 and Shalom Farms plans 
to welcome volunteers at the new 
location starting in March of 2017. This 
growth would not be possible without 
the support of so many from across the 
Richmond District who so generously 
embraced this project along the way. 
Shalom Farms is extremely grateful 
to Westview on the James and the 
countless others who helped start what 
has become a vital community ministry. 

Dominic Barrett
Executive Director 

Shalom Farms 
shalomfarms.org
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Heights UMC, 521-1155.
July 29-30–Mission Encounter, 

Randolph Macon College, 521-1139.
August 1-5–Kaleidoscope, TBA, 
 397-0203.
August 6-12–Camp Rainbow, Holiday 

Inn Petersburg North–Fort Lee,
 521-1153.
August 27–On Demand LSM Course, 

Preaching, 521-1153.
September 24–UMVIM Team Leader 

Recertification, Newport News, 
 521-1139.
September 24–On Demand LSM 

Course, UMC Heritage, 521-1153.
October 4–5 Talent Academy, 

Woodlake UMC, 521-1155.
January 30-February 11–UMVIM Holy 

Land Tour, 929-2491.

Lay Servant Schedule
Donna Seward, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <donna_t_seward@yahoo.
com>, 897-3309. Richmond District 
Certified Lay Servants lead worship 
regularly at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
7/3 Beth Sholom A Henderson
7/3 Guardian Place TBA
7/10 Elmcroft R Stephens
7/10 University Park Bessie Owens
7/10 Guardian Place TBA
7/17 Beth Sholom A Henderson
7/17 Guardian Place T Keeton
7/24 Elmcroft TBA
7/24 Guardian Place TBA
7/31 Guardian Place TBA

July 9–On Demand LSM Course, 
Spiritual Gifts, 521-1153.

July 9-15–Camp Rainbow, Longwood 
College, 521-1153.

July 9-30–Voices of Youth Tour, 
 521-1139.
July 13-15–Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference, Lake Junaluska, 521-1134.
July 16–UMVIM Team Leader Training, 

Matthias UMC, Fredericksburg, 
 521-1139.
July 16–UMVIM Team Leader 

Recertification, Matthias UMC, 
Fredericksburg, 521-1139.

July 21-22–Helping Hands, Woodlake 
UMC, 521-1135.

July 22-23–2 Days 2 Serve, Youth 
Examine God’s Call, Randolph-Macon 
College, 521-1126.

July 23–From Strength to Strength 
Small Church Training, Chamberlayne 

On Demand LSM Course

Lay Servant Ministries is offering 
a series of On Demand Learning 

courses. You may attend the live events 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Virginia United 
Methodist Center in Glen Allen for free, 
or pay $30 to watch online from your 
own computer during a 90-day period to 
receive your certification. 

Upcoming on demand training events:
July 9 - “Spiritual Gifts” led by 

MaryKaye Cochran
August 27 - “Preaching” led by Doug 

Forrester
September 24- “UMC Heritage” led by 

Martha Stokes
Call 521-1153 for details.


