
Worship and Community Picnic 
with the Richmond Police Department

On September 21, Belmont UMC, 3510 
Broad Rock Boulevard, Richmond, 

invited Captain Michael Snawder, 
commander of the 2nd Precinct, 
Richmond Police Department to attend 
the 11 a.m. worship service. At the 
service, the church presented Captain 
Snawder with a plaque honoring the 
police who serve in the precinct for 
all that they do in the area. Prayers 
were offered for police leadership 
and officers. Also in attendance at the 
service were Lieutenant Phibbs of the 
2nd precinct and City Councilwoman 
Reva Trammel. 

Captain Snawder stated to the 
congregation that this was the first 
time in 22 years of service that he had 
been invited to a church to represent 
the police department. He appreciated 
the opportunity to say a few words to 
the membership. 

After the service, a community picnic 
was held so that church members and 
citizens could have an opportunity to 
spend time with the police who serve 
them. 

The church has a keen interest in 
bringing the community together with 
the local police to increase unity and 
dialogue. 

As a result of this gathering, Captain 
Snawder invited the pastors at Belmont 
to ride along with an officer on their 
evening beat. This was an eye opening 
experience that showed the difficult challenges police have as they serve. It also 
showed the brokenness that is out in the community and the great need for the 
church to help people overcome their brokenness through the grace and love of 
Jesus Christ. The ride along has led the pastors to become involved in the Faith 
Leaders initiative offered through the Richmond Police Department.

Article by Rev. Larry Cochran, Belmont UMC’s senior pastor. For more information 
call Belmont at 275-6336. 
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Rev. Larry Cochran, senior pastor of 
Belmont UMC and congregation picnic 
with members of the Richmond Police 
Department.

THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

A Service of 
Celebration
ON THE ASSIGNMENT OF

SHARMA D. LEWIS

As Resident Bishop of the 
Richmond Area

the United Methodist Church

SATURDAY 
THE 17th OF SEPTEMBER, 2016
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RECEPTION TO FOLLOW
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A Word from the Superintendent

Friends,
This month I am assuming that all of our District churches are working 

towards our Charge Conference adventures. As you know by now, we are 
asking every church on the District to spend some time listening to God with 
the goal of discerning or at least beginning the process of discerning God’s 
will for our congregations in these next four years. All this is being done in the 
context of our Annual Conference theme, “Thy Will Be Done.”

As I prayerfully ponder this season of listening for us, my mind goes to the 
Old Testament call story of Eli and Samuel. The young Samuel usually receives 
top billing but these days, I find myself drifting more towards Eli. Eli doesn’t 
typically fare well in the story. He is not a strong leader, he cannot counter the 
misbehavior and spiritual recklessness of his sons, and he misses the spiritual 
depth of Hannah as she prays. The Lord has rebuked him and now he is old, 
tired, blind, and making his way through his lame duck season leading in the 
temple. And yet, he is there in the house of God, somehow still engaged. The 
young Samuel is with him when the Lord speaks to Samuel.  

The text says, “In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not 
many visions” (1 Sam. 3:1). Even so, Eli still believes in a God who speaks. As 
the text later says, “The lamp of the Lord had not yet gone out…” So, when 
God speaks to Samuel, Eli, the old, tired, perhaps spiritually jaded Eli instructs 
Samuel what to do. Samuel does it, and sure enough the Lord spoke.

Now most of us are not in as bad a spiritual state as Eli but we are in a place 
where a similar temptation approaches our souls. In the midst of southbound 
spiritual circumstance and in a season where it might seem for us as United 
Methodists that “the word of the Lord (is) rare,” we can still believe that “the 
lamp of the Lord (has) not yet gone out…” If God could and would still speak 
into a situation as dire as that of Eli and Israel, certainly, the God of Pentecost 
can still speak to us. But, we need to be at least as open to and confident in 
the voice of God as was this failed priest of the Old Testament. As Pentecost 
people, we can do this. 

So I invite all of us to engage in this important Charge Conference time. In 
the end, God’s voice of renewal spoke. Samuel was raised up by our God. We 
are told that none of his words “fell to the ground” and that [The Lord] revealed 
himself to Samuel through his word.” May it be so for all of us this fall! I look 
forward to seeing all of you at Charge Conferences this year!

In Christ, 

Pete

Prayers for...
Rev. Pete Moon, Richmond District 

Superintendent, who had knee 
surgery August 16.

Rev. Sam NeSmith and wife, Brenda, 
on the death of her 99 year old 
mother, Thelma White, on August 18.

Rev. Pam Culler, Sherbourne UMC, and 
family on the birth of a new grandson, 
Gunner Isaac Culler on August 23.

The family of Deaconess, retired, 
Dorothy Peers, 90 years old, who died 
July 29 in Massachusetts.

Rev. Bob Berghuis, Calvary UMC, who 
had extensive, successful vascular 
surgery on his leg on August 23.

Rev. Mike Southall-Vess, Central UMC, 
who is hospitalized for potential 
kidney and liver transplants.

Rev. Rita Callis, Lakeside UMC, who is 
recovering from surgery for pancreatic 
cancer.

Virginia Chapter
Professional Association of 

United Methodist Church Secretaries

Person-to-Person 
Wednesday, November 2

9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Virginia United Methodist Center   

10330 Staples Mill Road
Glen Allen, VA 23058  

This session will explore tools for 
living the abundant life we were 

designed for through developing healthy, 
loving relationships with God, self, and 
others. Based on key lessons from 
Sharon Hanna’s book, Person-to-Person: 
Positive Relationships Don’t Just Happen, 
topics will include building self-esteem, 
wellness, open communication, career 
success, and developing positive 
relationships. Our greatest love 
relationship, with God, will be woven 
throughout each topic.

Find more information and a 
registration form at <www.vaumc.org/
paumcs>.
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MIssion Footprint 5K

On Saturday, September 10, the sixth 
annual Mission Footprint 5K run/

walk and kids’ fun run will be held at 
Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Avenue, Henrico. 
Additional information and a registration 
link can be found at <http://trinityumc.
net/>. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit CARITAS, Crossover Ministries, 
and the Micah Initiative. Don’t forget, 
the coveted Mission Footprint 5K Golden 
Foot trophy will be awarded to the 
congregation that registers the most 
participants. Regardless of the trophy 
winner, you are encouraged to come 
out in support of CARITAS, Crossover 
Ministries, and the Micah Initiative. For 
more information call 288-6056.

Join United Methodist Family Services 
on Friday, October 14 at Royal New 

Kent, 10100 Kentland Trail, Providence 
Forge, for the 2016 “Fore the Kids” 
golf tournament to benefit the UMFS 
Children’s Greatest Needs Fund. What 
is the Children’s Greatest Needs Fund? 
All too frequently, children in foster care 
with UMFS have been taken from an 
unsafe or abusive home. They come to 
UMFS with only the clothes they have 
on. In these emergency situations, 
UMFS needs to be able to help the 
child and immediately provide some 
basic necessities. Please help empower 
these children by donating to UMFS’s 
Children’s Greatest Needs fund. For 
more information or to register for the 
tournament go to <www.umfs.org/golf/> 
or call (855)367-8637.

UMVIM Training 

Team Leader Training is required 
for all first time United Methodist 

Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) team 
leaders, but all interested persons are 
welcome to attend whether leading 
a team or not. The following training 
events are currently scheduled:
September 24, Warwick Memorial 

UMC, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 8 Hoopes 
Rd, Newport News.

October 8, Vision of Hope UMC, 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., 1723 Port Republic 
Road, Harrisonburg.
Go to <vaumc.org/events>, chose 

the date, and register online. For more 
information call 521-1139.

Transform Poverty!

Is your church looking for a sustainable 
and relational way to address poverty? 

Are you ready to go beyond soup 
kitchens, clothing programs, and shelter 
ministries to long-term relationships 
alongside persons to embark on a 
journey out of poverty? If so, then mark 
your calendars for Thursday, October 13, 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

United Methodist Family Services has 
partnered with Open Table to connect 
local churches and local government 
agencies in addressing poverty. As 
unwavering champions for high-risk 
children and families, UMFS knows that 
collaboration multiplies impact as they 
relentlessly pursue solutions. Many 
children who end up in the foster care 
system come from families in poverty. 
Likewise, kids in foster care are at the 
highest risk of being unemployed, 
impoverished, homeless or incarcerated 
as young adults when they age out of 
care, thus repeating the cycle. This is 
why UMFS has partnered with Open 
Table. We also know that our local 
United Methodist churches are very 
passionate about addressing poverty 
and being engaged in ministries of 
mercy and justice. If you would like 
to learn more about how your church 
can host a table for a young adult 
or family in poverty and form long-
term sustainable relationships, please 
come to the October 13 event at UMFS, 
3900 West Broad Street, Richmond. 
Please email or call Angie Williams 
for more information and to RSVP at 
<anwilliams@umfs.org> or 239-1039.

About Open Table:
www.theopentable.org
Open Table was started by a UM 

church member in Phoenix and is now 
in 20 states across the country!

18 months post-completion, 95% of 
participants are self-supporting or 
confident they will be self-supporting 
in the near future, and 95% still have 
long-term ongoing relationships with 
one or more table members.

Scholarships Available

Cokesbury, through the Virginia 
Conference Board of Discipleship, 

is offering scholarship money up to 
$500 for a new and exciting small 
Group Bible Study called Covenant. 
Covenant Bible Study is a video based, 
24 week or three eight week sessions, 
in-depth Bible study experience that 
engages participants in conversation 
using the biblical concept of covenant 
to understand God’s faithful love 
and promising call. Scholarships will 
be based on need and participant 
involvement. Currently the Bible Study 
Package costs $234.99 with an additional 
$49.99 for 3 participant guides. These 
prices are subject to change.  If you 
are interested in this time sensitive 
offer, please respond no later than 
November 30 to VA Conference Board of 
Discipleship chair <DonJamison@vaumc.
org> with the following information:
Name of Church, Address, District and 

Average Worship Attendance
Your anticipated start date
The anticipated number of 

participants
Reason for requesting scholarship
How do you see Covenant 

transforming your group/ 
congregation.
For more information call 521-1154.

Come to Bible Boot Camp!

Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, 
Richmond, will host Bible Boot 

Camp, a retreat that empowers you to 
study and appreciate the entire Bible 
by learning context, finding relevance, 
and recognizing God’s love story 
with humankind in every book, on 
Saturday, October 1, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
in the fellowship hall. Join instructor 
Jennifer McCluskey as she walks (or 
runs!) through the general content and 
historical context of the entire Bible, 
address the barriers that keep many 
of you from feeling confident about 
reading scripture, and acquire resources 
and support for continuing your 
journey into God’s word. This seminar is 
appropriate for ages 13 and up and all 
levels of Biblical knowledge and doubt! 
Register by September 25 at <www.
reveilleumc.org/bible-boot-camp>. 
The cost of $15 includes light breakfast 
snacks, lunch, and materials. Call 359-
6041 for more information.
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Institute (CLI), VAUMC Center, 521-1155.
October 11–Preaching the Advent 

Season: Sermon Preparation for the 
Busy Preacher, Location TBD, 

 521-1134.
October 12-13–ARMS Retreat, Eagle 

Eyrie, Lynchburg, 521-1131.
October 14–UMFS Fore the Kids 

Golf Tournament, Royal New Kent, 
(855)367-8637.

November 2–VA PAUMCS Fall Event, 
Person-to-Person, VAUMC Center, 
521-1124.

January 8, 2017-Richmond District 
Conference and Leadership Training 
Event, Reveille UMC, 521-1124.

January 30-February 11–UMVIM Holy 
Land Tour, 929-2491.

February 17-19–Richmond District 
Youth Retreat, Eagle Eyrie, 

 382-8659.

Lay Servant Schedule
Donna Seward, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <donna_t_seward@yahoo.
com>, 897-3309. Richmond District 
Certified Lay Servants lead worship 
regularly at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
9/4 Beth Sholom A Henderson
9/4 Guardian Place TBA
9/11 Elmcroft G Stephens
9/11 University Park Bessie Owens
9/11 Guardian Place TBA
9/18 Beth Sholom A Henderson
9/18 Guardian Place T Keeton
9/25 Elmcroft R Stephens
9/25 Guardian Place TBA

September 10–Mission Footprint 5K, 
Trinity UMC, 288-6056.

September 17–Welcome Reception 
for Bishop Lewis, Reveille UMC,

 521-1124.
September 24–UMVIM Team Leader 

Training, Warwick Memorial UMC, 
Newport News, 521-1139.

September 24–UMVIM Team Leader 
Recertification, Newport News, 

 521-1139.
September 24–On Demand LSM 

Course, UMC Heritage, 521-1153.
October 4–5 Talent Academy, 

Woodlake UMC, 521-1155.
September 24–On Demand LSM 

Course, Preaching, 521-1153. 
October 8–UMVIM Team Leader 

Training, Vision of Hope UMC, 
Harrisonburg, 521-1139.

October 10-12–Church Leadership 

Andy Crouch is the executive editor of Christianity Today and author of 
several books including: Strong and Weak: Embracing a Life of Love, 
Risk and True Flourishing, Playing God: Redeeming the Gift of Power, 
and Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Callling.

Lay Servant Training
October 14-15, Amelon UMC, Madison 

Heights; Basic and Advanced courses. 
October 14-15, High Street UMC, Basic 

and Advanced courses.
See <http://www.vaumc.org/

LayServantTraining> for details and 
registration information.

Upcoming on demand training events:
September 24- “UMC Heritage” led by 

Martha Stokes.
October 8-”Preaching” led by the Rev. 

Jonathan Page of Fieldstone UMC.
Call 521-1153 for details.


