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UM Center Closings

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will be closed 

December 23-28 in observance of 
the Christmas Holiday. The District 
Office will be closed December 29-
30, as well.
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Wishing you every blessing as you experience anew God’s greatest gift.

from the Richmond District Office

Susan Mundell Petrey Peter M. Moon Cindy Payne Ingroff

Merry Christmas

“...they will call him Immanuel”  –‑
  which means, “God with us.”

“Chat and Chew” Sessions 
with Bishop Sharma D. 
Lewis

All Clergy 
and 

Laity of the 
Richmond 
District are 
invited to 
join Bishop 
Sharma D. 
Lewis for an 
afternoon 
“Chat and 
Chew” to 
be held 
Sunday, December 11 at Woodlake UMC, 
15640 Hampton Park Dr., Chesterfield. 
The event begins at 2:00 p.m. with a 
clergy session, dinner will be served 
at 4:30 for clergy and lay, followed by a 
laity session at 6:15, ending at 8:15.

Plan now to attend this outstanding 
opportunity to meet and get to know 
our new bishop! Contact your church 
office to make reservations for the 
dinner portion of this event.
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A Word from the Superintendent

Friends,

“Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, you have found favor with God.” 
(Luke 1: 29-30)

 
Most of us have preached or heard the sermon. Do not be afraid is one of the most 
common phrases in the Scriptures. Some, including Rick Warren, say it is in the 
Bible three hundred and sixty-five times; one “do not be afraid” for every day of 
the year. If we are literal the number is actually closer to eighty, but it is fair to say 
that it was one of the most oft uttered phrases of Jesus and of course the angel 
uses the phrase here in the announcement to Mary that she was to be the mother 
of Jesus. 
 
Have you ever thought of the Biblical conundrum here?  Many times we are 
told not to be afraid, and yet in multiple Biblical foundational verses from Job 
to Proverbs and to the Psalms, we are told that “Fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom.” It seems that fear can be good or bad. I find Gil Rendle’s recent 
discussion of courage helpful. In his recent article “Be Strong and of Good Courage,” 
he basically reminds us that courage is not the simply the ability to stuff down 
our anxious feelings. Courage is not about being fearless. Instead, courage is about 
fearing the right things. As he says, “Courage is knowing what to be afraid of.” In 
this context, fearing God is a good thing. Despite all our modern desires to try to 
look past God’s holiness and majesty, especially in this Advent season, we must still 
fall before God in holy awe and fear in the best sense. It is against that backdrop 
that real grace and mercy come to living reality. As such, it is still the beginning of 
wisdom. 
 
The longer I serve in the ministry the more I am reminded that if fear is not the 
number one faith fire quencher, it has to be close to it. How different would our 
lives be if we didn’t fear scarcity and were able to give freely?  How many dreams 
would we pursue if we weren’t consumed with the “yes but…”?   How often do 
our fears reveal that our practical day to day god is really security?  How different 
would our churches be if we were able to release those anxieties and “fear not”?

In fear, perspective is often the first casualty. But, holy fear, and the size of the God 
it illuminates, helps grace to become bigger, but it also magnifies God’s goodness 
and work in us. Holy fear amplifies the angel’s words to Mary: “The Lord is with 
you”. As such, real courage, the kind that Mary had, begins when we fear the right 
things. Fearing God results in a new vision of God’s grace, which enables a new 
vision of the world. In that vision, things like scarcity and security become smaller 
and God’s power, provision, and presence grow bigger. 
 
Let us never forget the wonder of the Christmas message. God is near. God has 
come. God is right here in the midst of every struggle and thing that threatens to 
paralyze us with fear. But as with Mary, courage comes by fearing the right things. 
We begin by fearing God in the best sense. In this backdrop grace shines forth to 
reveal our God who by grace is Emmanuel, God with us. For that, we can fall down 
in worship and praise. 
 
Please know that I am praying for all of you this Advent and Christmas season, that 
you may be bold in our proclamation of our holy God who in grace has come down 
to be with us!  Merry Christmas!

In Christ, 

Pete

Prayers for...
Rev. Gay Brown Hall, Huguenot UMC, 

who had heart cathererization on 
November 16.

Rev. Mike Meloy, retired, who 
continues at home under hospice care 
for stage 4 liver cancer. 

Rev. Michael Southall-Vess, Central 
UMC, who continues treatment for 
potential kidney and liver transplants.

Rev. Rita Callis, Lakeside UMC, who is 
continuing treatment for pancreatic 
cancer.

Bikes for Christ

You are invited to join the Rev. Tim 
Kirven and the members of Worship 

and Praise UMC in their “Bikes for Christ” 
drive. They would like to give away 1000 
bikes this year to children living in the 
community and surrounding counties. 
These bikes are given to needy families, 
the unemployed, and single mothers. 
The bike give-away takes place on 
December 17 at 12 p.m. at the church. 
The deadline for making donations is 
December 5.  The cost of a bike $50. 
Make all checks payable to “Worship 
and Praise UMC” and mail to the church 
at 3006 E. Laburnum Ave., Richmond, VA 
23223. 

Service of Remembrance

Grief is a long and difficult road, 
especially during the holidays. 

On Sunday, December 18, at 4:00 pm, 
Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, will 
hold a Service of Remembrance. Anyone 
facing grief and loss during the holidays 
is welcome to attend.

We will acknowledge and face the 
losses and darkness in our lives through 
scripture readings, hymns, lighting of 
candles, and prayer as we seek the Light 
of God for hope, comfort, and help. 

After the service, we will hold a 
reception in the welcome center as a 
way to continue to bond together as 
a community and help one another. 
Whatever loss you may have and 
however long you have borne it, we 
invite you to join us.

Child care will be available for ages 
four and younger during the service.

For more information, visit 
www.reveilleumc.org/service-of-
remembrance.
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Narnia Winter Camp

Westview on the James’ Winter 
Camp, December 16-18, is focused 

on helping campers get into the 
Christmas spirit. Not the spirit of wanting 
lots of presents for themselves, but the 
spirit of giving to others, and receiving 
the gift of Jesus Christ our Savior. We 
will learn from C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, The 
Witch, and The Wardrobe, about what 
it means to have Christmas and how 
without the birth of Jesus we would 
have always winter, but never Christmas. 

Campers will enter the magical world 
of Narnia and along the way meet 
inspiring characters and participate 
in activities such as canoeing, hiking, 
making ornaments, wrapping presents, 
baking cookies, singing carols, playing 
games and having campfires!

The cost is $125 per person, ages 7-14. 
See <http://www.westviewonthejames.
org/winter-camp> for more information.

Visit <http://www.westviewonthe 
james.org/> for a prompt to join 
Westview’s monthly newsletter. 

Youth Retreat 2017

I am very excited to announce that the 
theme for the district youth retreat 

of 2017 is “Forgiveness.” Our weekend 
will revolve around giving AND receiving 
forgiveness. The staff and I are working 
toward finalizing speakers and bands, 
but God has laid this aspect of His 
character on our hearts, so we are 
assured He will make His presence 
known. Please join us in praying for this 
weekend.

The information:
When: February 17-19, 2017
Where: Eagle Eyrie
Cost: $120 due by January 31, 2017 

($125 if received after January 31)
T-shirts can be pre-ordered for $12

If you are a smaller church who 
struggles to find chaperones, we may 
be able to partner you with another 
church.

Please do not hesitate to call with any 
questions. 

Robert Smith
District Youth Director

382-8659

UMVIM Training 

Team Leader Training is required 
for all first time United Methodist 

Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) team 
leaders, but all interested persons are 
welcome to attend whether leading 
a team or not. The following training 
events are currently scheduled:
ERT Recertfication to be held Friday, 

January 13, 5-9:00 p.m., Bethlehem 
UMC, 13586 S. Old Moneta Road, 
Moneta, VA 24121-0458. Please provide 
full name, phone number, e-mail, 
which training is needed (and badge 
expiration date if applicable). Contact 
Bethlehem UMC to sign up (540) 
297-7957 or Carolyn Koontz (540) 
719-0555 to register. Cost is $40 for 
recertification.
For more information call 521-1139.

Richmond District
Virginia United Methodist Church

District Conference and 
Leadership Training Event

Sunday, January 8, 2017
1:30-5:00 p.m.
Reveille UMC

4200 Cary Street Road, 
Richmond VA 23221

Keynote Speaker, Rev. Ben Campbell
Your Community is Your Church

Breakout Sessions and Workshops 
1. Trustees 
2. Finance 
3. Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations 
4. It All Starts Here: The Role of 

the Nomination and Leadership 
Development Committee

5. Food Justice
6. Next Stop Social Media Highway
7.  Mission Shift: From Temporary 

Relief to Lasting Community 
Transformation

8. Cross Racial/Cross Cultural Ministry
9. Local Church Partnerships
10. Who is my Neighbor? 6 Ways to 

Reach Them
11.  What if Youth Designed the Church?
12. Your Community is Your Church

Members should register through 
their church offices 

no later than December 9. 
Call 521-1124 for more information.

Lay Servant Academy

Registration is now open for the 
Virginia Conference Lay Servant 

Academy.  This year’s event will be held 
at Smith Mountain Lake. March 31- April 
2, 2017. Join us in worship, fellowship and 
learning!  

The Lay Servant Academy is about 
equipping Laity (not clergy) to carry out 
the mission of the church. We invite 
clergy to encourage laity to attend!

All of the courses are open to anyone 
who would like to take one. Each 
course is designed to help those serving 
the local church learn more about 
leadership, personal faith development, 
and a deeper understanding of the 
United Methodist Church. In addition 
to core classes, we offer creative 
classes in worship art and music. There 
are two avenues of recognition and 
training that go beyond the local church. 
Courses offered will support those who 
are seeking to become Certified Lay 
Servants/Speakers. 

For course descriptions, contact 
information, and registration see <www.
vaumc.org/Events>.
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District Opportunities

Richmond District
Virginia Conference

The United Methodist Church
10330 Staples Mill Road

P.O. Box 5606
Glen Allen, Virginia 23058

Phone: (804)521-1124
FAX: 521-1175

Email: RichmondDistrict@vaumc.org

Sharma D. Lewis Area Bishop
Peter M. Moon District Superintendent
Susan Petrey Administrative Assistant,
 Web Administrator
Cindy Payne-Ingroff District Treasurer
Ron White District Lay Leader
Jesse Swann District President, UMW
Claude Stocky District President, UMM
Bill Chaffin District Ministry of Scouting Coord.
Donna Seward Director, Lay Servant Ministries

We’re on the web at:
www.richmonddistrictumc.org

The DEADLINE for the NEXT ISSUE is 
the 15th of the month.
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Centenary UMC, 521-1139.
January 30-February 11–UMVIM Holy 

Land Tour, 929-2491.
January 30–UM Day at the General 

Assembly, Teleconference, 353-1387.
February 1–UM Day at the General 

Assembly, Briefing, Bon Air UMC, 
353-1387.

February 2–UM Day at the General 
Assembly, Bon Air UMC, 353-1387.

February 17-19–Richmond District 
Youth Retreat, Eagle Eyrie, 

 382-8659.
March 31-April 2–Lay Servant 

Academy, Smith Mountain Lake, 521-
1153.

May 1–Youth Theology Institue, 
Shenandoah University, (540) 535-
3546.

Lay Servant 
Schedule
Donna Seward, director, 
Lay Servant Ministries: 
<donna_t_seward@
yahoo.com>, 897-3309. Richmond 
District Certified Lay Servants lead 
worship regularly at the following care 
centers:
Date Place Speaker
12/4 Beth Sholom A Henderson
12/11 Elmcroft G Stephens
12/11 University Park Bessie Owens
12/18 Beth Sholom A Henderson
12/25 Elmcroft TBA

December 11–Chat and Chew with 
the Bishop Lewis, Woodlake UMC, 
521-1124.

December 16-18–Narnia Winter 
Camp, Westview on the James, 

 457-4210.
December 17–Bikes for Christ give-

away, Worship & Praise UMC, 648-
8031.

December 18–Service of 
Remembrance, Reveille UMC, 

 359-6041.
January 6-7, 2017-Candidacy summit, 

Richmond Hill, 521-1126.
January 8, 2017-Richmond District 

Conference and Leadership Training 
Event, Reveille UMC, 521-1124.

January 13–UMVIM ERT 
Recertification training, Bethlehem 
UMC, Moneta, 521-1139.

January 14, 2017-25th Anniversary 
of UM Day at General Assembly, 

UM Day at General Assembly

The Church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, 
supporting policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and 

programs that are unjust.”---Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, 2012-
2016.

UM Day at General Assembly will be held Thursday, February 2 beginning at 7 a.m. 
with registration and breakfast at Bon Air UMC, 1645 Buford Rd, North Chesterfield. 
Travel to the Assembly will depart at 8 a.m. Attending Committee meeting and 
meeting with legislators will begin at 8:30 a.m. An effort will be made to arrange 
meetings with legislators for large groups of registrants. If you wish a private 
meeting, contact your legislator in advance. Events of the day include meeting with 
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy staff members in Senate Room A at 11 
a.m. or attending Joint Session of House and Senate at 11 a.m. Depart from Tunnel 
Entrance at 12:30 p.m. for lunch at Bon Air UMC and a 25th Anniversary Celebration 
in the sanctuary at 2 p.m. including music, a video presentation and a keynote 
speech by Bishop Charlene Kammerer.

Pre-Event Briefings include:
Teleconference, Monday, January 30 at 7 p.m. Dial (712) 432-1500. Enter 743648# as 

the passcode. 
Wednesday, February 1, Briefing at Bon Air UMC at 7:30 p.m.

Hotel accommodations:
A block of rooms have been reserved for Wednesday, February 1 at the Hyatt 

Place Arboretum Place, Richmond 23236, near Bon Air UMC. Call 560-1566. Mention 
“United Methodist Day” for a special room rate of $89/night (single of double). The 
reservation deadline is Wednesday, January 11.

General questions regarding these events should directed to Rev. Pat Shipley at 
<plsrevdoc@aol.com> or 353-1387.

Register and pay online at <http://www.vaumc.org/UMDay2017> or print form 
and mail to UM Day at the GA, Rev. Barbara Lewis, Registrar, Greenwood UMC, 10040 
Greenwood Road., Glen Allen, VA 23060. Make checks payable to: “Virginia United 
Methodist Conference”. All questions regarding registration should be directed to 
Rev. Lewis at 594-6241.

Anniversary Celebration

The Conference Legislative Committee 
is hosting a 25th anniversary 

celebration of United Methodist Day 
at General Assembly, Saturday, January 
14, 2017, at Centenary UMC, 411 E. Grace 
Street, Richmond. The event will start 
with registration at 11 a.m., lunch 
at noon followed by a program at 1 
p.m. Pre-registration is necessary and 
child care will be available. For more 
information, email Randy Harlow at 
<crhncboy@aol.com>. 


