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District AC Orientation

An orientation session for the 
Richmond District members of the 

2017 Virginia Annual Conference will 
be held on Tuesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. at 
Good Shepherd UMC, 9155 Hungary Road, 
Richmond. It is important that clergy, 
church lay members, and district lay 
members be present to be briefed on 
issues coming before the Conference. 
Questions? Call 521-1124.

UM Center Closings

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will be 

closed July 3-4 in observance of 
Independence Day.

June 16-18
Hampton Roads 

Convention Center
Hampton VA

The 2017 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held June 16-18 at the 
Hampton Roads Convention Center in Hampton. This year’s theme is A New Thing 

(Isaiah 43:19 -- “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”) The logo 
was developed by Cathryn Huff, contract graphic designer for the conference 
Communications office. Learn more at <www.vaumc.org/AC2017>.

Kits for Conference
 As your church prepares to collect items for kits, there is an appeal from UMCOR 

for Health and Bedding kits. These are in high demand. Their other kits that 
are being collected include, Birthing, Cleaning, Layette, School, and Sewing. See 
<www.vaumc.org/AC2017> for items and instructions on packing each kit (pdf) 
and details about collection.

Potato Drop
 The Society of St. Andrew and Young People’s Ministries will hold a Potato Drop 

on Friday,  June 16 at 7 a.m. in the parking lot next to the Embassy Suites, off 
Coliseum Drive. Come join the youth delegation and many others in this hands-on 
mission gleaning experience. See <www.vaumc.org/AC2017> for more information.

4 Cans 4 Conference
 Every member, laity and clergy, is encouraged to bring 4 cans/boxes of food 

including soup/Stew, veggies/fruit, and a pop-top, plus packaged goods including 
pasta, soup, grits, etc. to benefit the work of the Peninsula Food Bank, and the 
York River District area agencies that depend on it to help folks in need! Direct 
questions to <RevsRUs@Cox.net>.

AC 2017 Offering
Bishop Lewis has announced the annual conference mission offering goal of 
$200,000 to focus on the following missional priority projects:
$50,000 for the Methodist Mission in Cambodia;
$25,000 for the Shade and Fresh Water ministry in Brazil;
$25,000 for the United Methodist Church of Mozambique;
$50,000 for Virginia Long Term Disaster Recovery;
$25,000 for Ethnic Minority Missional Ministries and
$25,000 for Virginia Volunteers in Mission.
See <www.vaumc.org/AC2017> for details on these mission efforts and other 

Annual Conference details.

2017 AC Livestream

Annual Conference will be live 
streamed from Hampton beginning 

at 1 p.m. Friday, June 16 at <https://
livestream.com/VAUMC/AC2017>.

Bryan Compton, VAUMC IT manager, 
says, “We often receive inquiries from 
churches on testing times before Annual 
Conference begins. We will be testing for 
a short period on Wednesday afternoon, 
June 14. On Thursday around noon 
through the early evening, we will be 
testing for various periods of time. The 
church should first check the website 
link on these days to see if we are live 
testing.”

For more information on live 
streaming, contact Bryan at 
<BryanCompton@vaumc.org> or by 
calling 521-1115.
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Prayers for...
Rev. Norma Aguilar, assiocate at 

Ramsey Memorial UMC, whose father 
died May 30 in El Salvador.

Rev. Dr. Virginia Lee, director of 
Deacon Studies/Associate Professor, 
Christian Education, Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
whose mother died May 25.

Rev. Dan Ivey, retired, and wife Dot, 
who were both hospitalized in May.

Rev. Gerould Ward, retired, on the 
death of his wife, Barbara, retired 
deacon, on May 21.

Rev. JIm Dunkin, Brandermill Church, 
whose dad, in Florida, suffered a 
stroke.

Laity Luncheon 

The Annual Conference Laity 
Luncheon will be held Saturday, June 

17, 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. in the Hampton 
Convention Center. All laypersons are 
invited to join the Board of Laity for a 
time of passionate fellowship, excellent 
food and good listening. We are so glad 
we have the opportunity to share that 
the Rev. Colleen Hallagan Preuninger, 
director of the Shenandoah University 
Youth Theology Institute will be the 
keynote speaker. Please bring your 
emailed receipt with you as your ticket 
for entrance to the Luncheon. Questions 
about the event may be directed to 
Warren Harper at <WarrenHarper@
vaumc.org>. To register online go to 
<vaumc.org/Events> and pay by check, 
made payable to VAUMC. Send $22 per 
person and include, name, address, 
phone, church, district and any dietary 
restrictions to Cindy Ingroff, VAUMC, P.O. 
Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Checks 
must be received no later than June 5.

Friends,
This past week, I have been involved in several conversations around the 

topic of vision. In two weeks we will be at Annual Conference and I am 
excited for our new Bishop’s conversation with us around a “New Thing” for 
Virginia. I have been in dialogue with several churches in the District as they 
prayerfully cast spiritual eyes into the coming years. Our denomination has 
been in substantial discussion around a new vision for the United Methodist 
Church through coming General Conferences and The Commission on the Way 
Forward. All around, to use a common but helpful image, it feels as though 
many of us are working towards finding twenty-twenty vision for the year 
2020.

In pondering these many critical efforts, my prayer and meditations have 
gone to the verses of John 15 and Jesus’ discussion of the vine and branches. 
There he offers those familiar words, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
(John 15:5)

In those words, there is a stark reminder that really should need no 
reminder. You can’t do vision without an unapologetic centering upon the 
person of Jesus Christ. Well, that’s not exactly true. We can certainly do 
visioning on our own. But it seems that the lasting, sustainable, fruitful 
planning we seek becomes uniquely fruitful as we gather around the second 
person of the Trinity.

It all reminds me of a basic lesson of flying at night. Maybe you have 
experienced the challenge of night vision and have noticed that you can’t see 
things very well in dim light when you look directly at them. In darkness, if you 
want to discern the object, you have to look to the side of it. This is actually 
due to the unique design of our eyes and the miraculous compilation of those 
structures called rods and cones on the back of our eyeballs. The medical 
nature is complicated but the lesson is not. When we want to see something 
in the darkness, we don’t look directly at it but at something else next to it. 

I find that true in the context of John 15. If we are trying to discern our 
way forward, whether it be in the church or in a denomination, we don’t 
necessarily stare at what we think is the thing in front of us. But somehow, if 
we can turn our eyes first and foremost to the person of Jesus Christ, then, and 
only then, does that thing we seek actually come clearly into our vision.

We may not be able to solve all the problems that plague our church and 
denomination on our own and we certainly won’t solve them by simply staring 
them down. If the Scripture is true, and we believe it is, perhaps the way 
forward in any pursuit of 2020 vision is to first keep our focus on Jesus, the one 
who is the way the truth and the life (John 14:6), the one who brings us grace 
and truth (John 1:17). Then, that which we seek so desperately might just come 
into focus even in the midst of the darkness. 

See you at Annual Conference!

In Christ, 

Pete

June 2017

The Way Forward

The Rev. Tom Berlin, a Virginia 
Conference elder who is serving on 

the Commission on a Way Forward, will 
provide a report on the work of the 
Commission on June 16, in Ballroom B of 
the Hampton Roads Convention Center 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. His report will 
include what to anticipate as we move 
toward the called General Conference 
in 2019. Tom will discuss why marriage 
and ordination of LGBTQ persons is such 
an important and challenging matter in 
the life of the UMC. He will provide ways 
for pastors and laity to begin to prepare 
for the General Conference in their 
churches. This will be an opportunity to 
ask questions and consider the work of 
the Commission.



June 2017 RICHMOND DISTRICT DISPATCH  Page 3

Helping Hands 

Join us for Helping Hands, an exciting 
two day Virginia Conference Children’s 

Mission Experience (rising 4th through 
6th Graders) offered to all member 
churches of the Virginia Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. 

The Richmond area event will be 
held July 27-28 at Woodlake UMC, 15640 
Hampton Park Drive, Chesterfield. 
Contact MaryKaye Cochran at 
<MCochran@woodlakeumc.org>. 

Come and learn about mission 
opportunities and the importance of 
being a caring Christian. The cost is only 
$36 per person. This includes a t-shirt, 
meals, snacks, and an overnight stay. We 
will be sleeping on the floor and do not 
have shower facilities. 

Possible Hands-On and Workshop 
Experiences Include painting, planting, 
window washing, visiting a veterans 
hospital, loving animals, feeding people, 
yard work, playing games with the 
elderly, washing wheelchairs, delivering 
needed supplies, making a meal for first 
responders, singing, sorting at a thrift 
store, playing with kids, worship and 
making new friends! 

Registration for church groups and 
information about other dates/locations 
is at <http://www.vaumc.org/Children>.

Get your team together and learn 
what it is to be a United Methodist Kid 
in Mission!

Summer Book Reviews

Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, 
Richmond, invites you for an exciting 

line up of authors during their Summer 
Book Review Series. Reception begins 
at10:30 a.m. in the welcome center, and 
book review at 11:00 a.m. in the chapel, 
with a book signing following each talk. 
The reviews are free of charge and open 
to the public. 
Wednesday, June 28–One Thousand 

Miles: Following My Father’s  WWII 
Footsteps, by Matt Matthews, retraces 
his father’s steps from Germany’s 
Battle of the Bulge to Glasgow. A Smile 
in One Eye, A Tear in the Other, by 
Ralph Webster, is a chilling account of 
one family as they flee the German 
Third Reich to save their lives.   

Wednesday, July 19–Golf is My Life: 
Glorifying God through the Game, 
by Jon Decker, shares amazing life 
stories of being led by God to be a golf 
teaching professional for the game 
that he loves. 

Wednesday, August 30–Flight: Of 
Butterflies and Robins and Other 
Winged Dreams, by Anne Poarch. A 
collection poems chronicling the voice 
of a young woman reawakening her 
heart and soul to the beauty of God’s 
natural world. 
Learn more about Reveille UMC 

Summer Book Reviews by visiting, 
<www.reveilleumc.org/book-reviews>.

Convergence

Young people hear that what they 
read in the Bible and learn in church 

has nothing to do with what they study 
in science classes–or they’re told religion 
and science are in conflict with each 
other. At Randolph-Macon College, we 
explore the convergence of faith and 
science. We are excited to offer an 11-day 
experience on-campus for high school 
youth who want to discover the realm 
where faith and science meet. Join us 
June 22-July 2 as Randolph-Macon College 
and Union Presbyterian Seminary faculty 
lead you in exploring such topics as The 
Origin of the Universe, Stewardship of the 
Earth, and Non-Western Religious Voices 
on Science. 

Learn, Read, and Discuss
Faculty from Randolph-Macon 

College’s Religious Studies, Biology, 
Physics, and Chemistry Departments 
and Environmental Studies Program 
will lecture, lead workshops, and 
direct group projects. Joined by faculty 
from Union Presbyterian Seminary 
they will help you explore the origins 
of the cosmos, the beginnings of life, 
and the natural environment, as well 
as food, nutrition, and sustainability, as 
seen from different perspectives. You 
will explore the convergence of faith 
and science.

After each lecture, meet in a small 
group facilitated by a college/
seminary intern, to discuss and apply 
what you’ve heard.
Explore as You Learn

Dig in the dirt at Shalom Farms as you 
consider the intersection between 
farming, food and faith.

Enjoy a white water rafting trip on 
the James River after considering the 
ecological and theological roles water 
plays in our lives.

Ask questions about how your future 
vocation might grow out of your 
interests in faith and in science.
Share What You Discover

Create prayers, responsive readings, 
and other resources that can be used 
in churches or worship settings.

Design lesson plans, activities, or 
guided experiences that can be used 
by the church or school groups.

Learn how to help others understand 
and value the convergence of faith 
and science!
Students receive a $1,000 scholarship 

to Randolph-Macon for each year of 
Convergence <http://convergence.rmc.
edu/>.

UMMen Spiritual Advance

The United Methodist Men’s 39th 
Annual Spiritual Advance will be held  

at Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, 
on June 9-11. Rev. Max Blalock, Campus 
Minister from the College of William 
and Mary will be the guest speaker. All 
men are invited for a special weekend 
packed with programs, sharing groups, 
missions, recreation, music, fellowship, 
food, worship, and spiritual growth! 
Information may be found on the 
following link <http://www.vacumm.org/
Retreat>.

Mission Encounter 

Mission Encounter 2017, July 28-29, is a 
cooperative event sponsored by the 

Virginia Conference Missional Ministries 
Board (formerly the Board of Global 
Ministry) and the Virginia Conference 
United Methodist Women. The event will 
be held Bon Air UMC in Chesterfield. This 
event offers a wonderful opportunity for 
your whole congregation to come alive 
to mission, by participating in an exciting 
weekend mission education experience. 
There are classes for adults where men, 
women, clergy and laity alike come 
to learn and be involved in mission 
groups by choosing one class out of 
three choices–a spiritual growth study, 
geographical study or social issue. This 
year the classes offered will be climate 
justice, living as a covenant community 
and the missionary conference of The 
UMC in the United States (Red Bird, 
Oklahoma and Alaska). Contact Gail 
Sutcliffe with questions at (703) 490-3381.

See <vaumc.org/events> for more 
information and to register.
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July 27-28–Helping  Hands, Woodlake 
UMC, 739-4535.

July 28-29–Mission Encounter, Bon 
Air UMC, 703/490-3381.

August 30–Summer Book Review, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

October 11–VA PAUMCS, Experience 
Your Conference Connection, VAUMC 
Center, 521-1124.

October 19–5 Talent Academy, 
Woodlake UMC, 521-1156.

February 16-March 7, 2018–Holy Lane 
Tour with Bishop Lewis, 521-1103.

Lay Servant Schedule
Donna Seward, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <donna_t_seward@yahoo.
com>, 897-3309. Richmond District 
Certified Lay Servants lead worship 
regularly at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
6/4 Beth Sholom A Henderson
6/11 Elmcroft G Stephens
6/11 University Park Bessie Owens
6/18 Beth Sholom A Henderson
6/25 Elmcroft R Stephens

June 2-3–UMW Day at Ferrum 
College, 218-0627.

June 6–Richmond District Annual 
Conference Orientation, Good 
Shepherd UMC, 521-1124.

June 7-8–Candidacy summit, Roslyn 
Restreat Center, 521-1126.

June 9-11–UMMen Spiritual Advance, 
Randolph-Macon College, 521-1139.

June 16-18–Annual Conference, 
Hampton, 521-1124.

June 22-July 2–Convergence, 
Randolph_Macon College, 752-7280.

June 28–Summer Book Review, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

July 7-8–Candidacy Summit, Roslyn 
Retreat Center, 521-1126.

July 9-14–Counselor in Training Camp, 
Westview on the James, 

 457-4210.
July 19–Summer Book Review, 

Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

Holy Land Tour

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis invites you to 
join her on a 10 day Holy Lane tour, 

February 26-March 7, 2018,  that will 
expand your knowledge of the Bible and 
this sacred land. A journey following in 
the footsteps of Jesus will change the 
way you read the Bible, and you will 
learn why scholars refer to it as the 
“Fifth Gospel.” The all inclusive cost from 
Richmond is $3,398. Contact <tomjoyce@
vaumc.org> for an information brochure. 

Please consider this a personal 
invitation to be a part of this adventure 
in faith and join Bishop Lewis in 
experiencing a once in a lifetime journey 
as you walk where Jesus walked!

To be held at 10 locations around the VAUMC, including

Woodlake UMC
15640 Hampton Park Drive

Chesterfield VA 23832


