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Serving Community through a Mission Garden

Five years ago, the trustees at 
Providence UMC, 901 S. Providence 

Road, N. Chesterfield, gave their approval 
to begin a Mission Garden. Our church is 
blessed with many attributes; but none 
is as unique as our 13 acres of property, 
including a pond and an outdoor chapel.

We at Providence have made it our 
mission to better serve the community 
and one way is our Mission Garden. Our 
garden plot is approximately 70 feet by 40 
feet and is located behind the church. We 
have included the children by giving them a plant during church service or Sunday 
school and having them go out after service to plant their vegetables.

Each year, several hundred pounds of corn, tomatoes, yellow squash, zucchini, 
greens, green beans, black eye peas, cantaloupe and other produce were picked 
from the garden. Our garden and its primary volunteers, Joe Gillette and Paul Martin, 
were featured in the September 2013 edition of Chesterfield Monthly. This article 
included our garden along with a color centerfold picture of Joe and Paul!

For several years, produce was taken twice a week to the Good Samaritan Inn on 
Hull Street, a residential treatment program for homeless alcoholics. Joe and Paul 
were always greeted eagerly, as fresh produce is not a normally donated item. 

Last year, our garden was smaller; but the tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, 
zucchini and cantaloupe that we harvested were distributed directly to our 
immediate community in a unique way! Valerie Reese, a member of our mission 
team, and I bagged produce in plastic grocery store bags along with a post card 
with information about our church and services. We drove around some of the 
townhouse communities, and neighborhoods across the street and offered a bag 
of produce to folks we saw outdoors. Some were working in their yard, some were 
walking their dog. We would stop and say that we were from Providence UMC and 
would like to offer them a bag of produce from our Mission Garden. Of course we 
got a few looks like “What do you really want?” or “Oh, no, am I going to have to 
stand here and listen to someone trying to get me to come to church;” but that 
didn’t happen. We offered the produce, said where it was from and told them to 
have a blessed day. A couple of people were surprised that someone would just 
“give” them something without asking for something in return; and a couple of 
people actually cried.

This year’s garden is planned to be large as it had been in past years; and I have 
a new plan for food distribution. One thought that I have is to offer a “Free Farmers 
Market” where we will have a canopy out front with a table of produce, and 
neighbors can stop by and shop; free of charge.

I am more excited about learning that the Food Bank has a food distribution truck 
at A.M. Davis Elementary School right up the street. On most weeks, we will harvest 
produce and I will take it directly to the food bank truck to be given to their clients.

Submitted by Ron White, a Providence member and Richmone District Lay Leader. 
For more information you may contact him at <enterthemissionfield@gmail.com>.

UM Center Closings

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will close at 1 

p.m. September 1 and remain closed 
through September 4 in observance 
of the Labor Day Holiday. 

The District Office and the 
Conference Center will close at 1 p.m. 
on Fridays through Labor Day. Please 
call before you come to assure that 
someone is here to greet you.

The Goodson 
Academy of Preaching 

announces:
 

Stir up the Gift: 
Fan into Flame the Gift of God

A one-day preaching event with 

Dr. Teresa Fry Brown
Bandy Professor of Preaching
Candler School of Theology

Tuesday, October 3
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

 Aldersgate UMC
1500 East Rio Road, Charlottesville

 
Cost:  $35.00 or 

$45.00 after September 1.
 Register at <https://www.eisevery-
where.com/goodsonacademy>.

 See the flyer at <www.vaumc.org> 
for more information.
 .5 CEU will be available.
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Prayers for...
Rev. Barbara Lewis, Greenwood-Laurel 

Park UMCs, on the death of her father, 
Rev. David B. Lewis, retired. David’s 
widow is Lieu Lewis, long time VAUMC 
Christian Educator.

Rev. T. Todd Smith, Skipwith UMC, on 
the death of his mother on July 31.

Rev. Jim Lavender, retired, who is 
being treated in Charlottesville for 
acute leukemia.

Friends,

I have to confess that this week, I have been thinking about the old GEICO 
commercial with the camel who says, “Guess what day it is…”  

Of course, it is not hump day, as per that creative ad. Instead, we are 
approaching our Charge Conference season. This week, you should be 
receiving an email with instructions around some important new things we 
will be doing. 

But it is easy to be like the folks in the commercial around Charge 
Conference...rolling eyes and weary sighs…been there, done that…got the 
T-shirt (except there is not even a T Shirt).

It is my fervent prayer that our upcoming gatherings will not be 
perfunctory, but will be events that encourage and challenge all of us. Today, 
I was reading Paul in 1 Corinthians. In the 9th chapter he reminds us that we 
are running a race:  that we are in this Christian venture not simply to run 
nor to just finish. We are here to win. He continues with a boxing metaphor, 
reminding us that he and we are not here to simply beat the air with our 
fists. We are to make a difference, and we are here to get ourselves in 
spiritual shape so that we are not disqualified for the prize. 

Our time is too precious and valuable to go through the motions. The 
times we are in require our hardest efforts on the pedals of this Christian 
faith, and not our coasting. Therefore, we are doing our Charge Conferences 
in a new way.

Our Bishop has made a goal for us that by 2020, every single UM church 
in Virginia will have a discipleship process in place. My experience, however, 
with churches and making disciples is that if we aren’t careful, we run off on 
an activity, but we run aimlessly. We don’t consider the deeper spiritual and 
theological elements of discipleship. 

As a result, we are going to invite every church in the coming months to 
go deep with this making disciples business. We will gather in clusters of 
eight to nine congregations. Each congregation will present their spiritual 
work and discernment around three questions:

1. How do you define a disciple of Jesus Christ?
2. What is the relationship between a disciple and the Gospel?
 (You may need to also define Gospel here)
3. What are the key things you will be discerning in the coming year so 

that you will have a process in place at least by 2020 for people in all 
ages of life and stages of belief?

You have heard the old adage that if we aim at nothing we will hit it. 
My prayer, for all of our upcoming gatherings is that we will take these 
approaching months to enter into a deep theological, spiritual, and biblical 
pool. Thank you in advance for all the incredible work you are all doing and 
will do to make our churches into a living testimony to the love and power 
of our risen Lord!  I am really excited for these impending conferences but I 
promise I won’t do that camel thing…

In Christ, 

Pete

August 2017

Financial Peace University

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 
nine-week, life-changing program 

that empowers and teaches you how 
to make the right money decisions to 
achieve your financial goals and God’s 
plan for your life. The course includes 
practical lessons on eliminating debt, 
building wealth, giving like never before, 
and much, much more! Through 
video teaching, class discussions, 
and interactive small groups, FPU 
presents biblical, practical steps to get 
from where you are to where you’ve 
dreamed you could be.

The class meets Thursdays September 
21 through November 16, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
at Good Shepherd UMC, 9155 Hungary 
Road, Henrico, and is designed for 
individuals, couples and/or families. The 
cost is $93 per household. Free childcare 
for infants through 5th grade will be 
provided (weekly registration is required 
for childcare). 

This life-changing class is being 
facilitated by Good Shepherd member 
John Fuller. John is the Executive 
Director of the Virginia United 
Methodist Conference Pensions and 
Benefits office. 

Register at <https://www.
daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1044937>. 
For more information, contact 
<lisamcgehee@vaumc.org>.
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The Richmond District United 
Methodist Women invite you to 

come with us and see what the Joy 
surrounding the new Shalom Farms is 
all about. If you haven’t been to the 
farm yet, come join us on our half day 
trip to the Shalom Farms gardening 
location in Chesterfield just off Route 
288 on Huguenot Trail Road. Mark your 
calendar now for Saturday, August 12, 
9 a.m.- 12 noon. Women, men and 
children are welcome to join us for this 
trip with hands on experience at the 
Farm. Wear comfortable shoes, bring a 
hat, gardening gloves and your water 
bottle. Several church bus pickup stops 
will be identified in the coming month. 
Contact Ruth Wilkinson 218-0627 for 
more information. 

In His Service,
Scotty Doyle, president

Richmond District UMW

Holy Land Tour

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis invites you to 
join her on a 10 day Holy Land tour, 

February 26-March 7, 2018,  that will 
expand your knowledge of the Bible and 
this sacred land. A journey following in 
the footsteps of Jesus will change the 
way you read the Bible, and you will 
learn why scholars refer to it as the 
“Fifth Gospel.” The all inclusive cost from 
Richmond is $3,398. Contact <tomjoyce@
vaumc.org> for an information brochure. 

Please consider this a personal 
invitation to be a part of this adventure 
in faith and join Bishop Lewis in 
experiencing a once in a lifetime journey 
as you walk where Jesus walked!

VCU Pace Center Opens

The Pace Center is excited to reopen 
its doors this Fall! Here is how you 

and your church can help.
1) Send us names and contact
 Do you know an undergraduate or 

graduate student at VCU? Are there 
members of your church who are 
current or retired faculty/staff at VCU?

 Send us their names and contact 
information so we can reach out to 
them. This is an essential step.

2) Share your mission projects
 Is your church participating in a 

mission project this fall that would be 
a good fit for a student? It could be a 
one-time event like helping to serve 
a meal for CARITAS or an ongoing 
opportunity such as mentoring at an 
elementary school. Send us the details 
by August 15 and we will include the 
project in our brochure to be handed 
out during move-in.

3) Help us stock our kitchen
 46% of VCU students experience 

food insecurity during their time at 
VCU. Pace is currently in talks with 
RamPantry (the food bank on campus), 
VCU Wellness Center, VCU Gym, and 
VCU Health to launch a community 
meal coupled with cooking and 
nutrition classes. We are fundraising 
for new pots, pans, plates, cups, 
utensils, tables, chairs, spices, etc. 
Donations can be made to The Pace 
Center and mailed to PO Box 5161, 
Richmond, VA 23220. If your church 
would like to put on a fundraiser for 
this need, let us know! 

4) Keep us in prayer
 Thank you for your ongoing prayers. 

We ask for prayers that Pace may 
build a Christ-shaped community on 
VCU’s campus, a place where they can 
discover the unique value they bring 
to their community and learn to find 
value in others. As we open our doors 
this fall, please pray that God may give 
us the ears to hear students and the 
eyes to see God at work in their lives.
If you’d like to get involved, there are 

lots of opportunities. Just let us know!
Thank you for helping the United 

Methodist Church build a Christ-shaped 
community at VCU!

Rev. Katie B. Gooch, director
The Pace Center for Campus and 

Community Ministries
United Methodist Ministry at VCU

PO Box 5191, 700 W. Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23220

(804) 658-4064

Summer Book Events

Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, 
Richmond will hold two book events:

Author Talk and Book Signing, 
Wednesday, August 30--Join us for 
Reveille’s final Summer Book Review 
on Wednesday, August 30. Come to 
the reception at 10:30 a.m. in the 
welcome center, then the book review 
at 11 a.m. in the chapel, and stay for a 
book signing following the talk. Meet 
poet Anne Poarch and hear poems 
from her book Flight: Of Butterflies 
and Robins and Other Winged Dreams. 
Anne shares a collection poems 
chronicling the voice of a young 
woman reawakening her heart and 
soul to the beauty of God’s natural 
world. For more information, visit 
<www.reveilleumc.org/book-reviews>.

A Book and a Bag, Tuesday, September 
5--Bring your lunch and read a great 
book this summer! Grow in your faith 
by reading and discussing Making 
All Things New by Henri Nouwen on 
September 5. The group will meet 
at noon in room 206. This class is 
open to everyone. Purchase a copy 
of the book and start reading! 
For more information, contact 
<adultministries@reveilleumc.org>.

Connecting…to God, Each 
Other and the Community 

The Small Congregation Leadership 
Team invites small church clergy and 

laity to a day of learning, conversation 
and discussion. The Event will take place 
in three locations across the conference, 
choose the location and date that works 
for you.
September 26, Mint Spring UMC, 

Staunton 53 Mint Spring Circle.
October 14, Wesley Grace UMC, Norfolk 

288 E. Little Creek Road.
November 4, Chestnut Hill UMC, 

Lynchburg 4660 Fort Avenue.

10 a.m.-3 p.m. ~ Lunch Provided.
0.5 CEU ~ $25.00/person.

Group discounts available.
Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m.

Register at <https://www.vaumc.org/
SCLTConnecting2017>.

The featured presenter is David 
Canada,  a retired Elder in the Virginia 
Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. Learn more at 
<vaumc.org>. Please be sure to specify 
your location and date. Contact the 
Center for Congregational Excellence for 
more information, 521-1155.
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October 19–5 Talent Academy, 
Woodlake UMC, 521-1156.

November 4-Connecting...to God, 
Each Other and the Community, 
Chestnut Hill UMC, Lynchburg, 

 521-1155.
February 16-March 7, 2018–Holy Land 

Tour with Bishop Lewis, 521-1103.

Lay Servant Schedule
Donna Seward, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <donna_t_seward@yahoo.
com>, 897-3309. Richmond District 
Certified Lay Servants lead worship 
regularly at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
8/6 Beth Sholom A Henderson
8/13 Elmcroft Robin Gauthier
8/13 University Park Bob Stephens
8/20 Beth Sholom A Henderson
8/27 Elmcroft TBD

August 12–UMW trip to Shalom 
Farms, 218-0627.

August 30–Summer Book Review, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

September 5–A Book and a Bag, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

September 21-November 16–
Financial Peace University, Good 
Shepherd UMC, 5270-7613. 

September 26-Connecting...to God, 
Each Other and the Community, Mint 
Spring UMC, Staunton, 521-1155.

October 3–Goodson Academy 
of Preaching, Aldersgate UMC, 
Charlottesville, 521-1134.

October 11–VA PAUMCS, Experience 
Your Conference Connection, VAUMC 
Center, 521-1124.

October 14-Connecting...to God, Each 
Other and the Community, Wesley 
Grace UMC, Norfolk, 521-1155.

To be held at 10 locations around the VAUMC, including

Woodlake UMC
15640 Hampton Park Drive

Chesterfield VA 23832

At their National Conference in 
Chicago in May the Professional 

Association of United Methodist Church 
Secretaries voted to change their name 
to the Professional Administrators of 
the United Methodist Connectional 
Structure, thereby broadening their 
vision while retaining their acronym, 
PAUMCS.

Your VA PAUMCS invites you to their 
fall event: Experience Your Conference 
Connection 2017, Wednesday, October 
11, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Virginia 
United Methodist Center 10330 Staples 
Mill Road, Glen Allen, VA 23058.

David Dommisse, Virginia Conference 
treasurer, will cover the annual 
statistical data required for end of 
year tables. This includes changes in 
membership, ethnic diversity, small 
group participation, community 
outreach, etc. Also included are assets 
and liabilities, income and expenses. He 
will provide line by line detail for you to 
take back to your church.

 Find registration information at 
<www.vaumc.org/paumcs>.


