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UM Center Closings

Effective July 1 the District Office and 
the Conference Center will close at 

1 p.m. on Fridays through Labor Day. 
Please call before you come to assure 
that someone is here to greet you. 

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will close at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 3 and remain closed 
Thursday, July 4 in observance of the 
Independence Day holiday.

Annual Conference Offering

The 2019 annual conference mission 
offering goal was set at $150,000. The 

recipients are:
Africa University Student Scholarships 

-- $40,000
Cambodia Pastors Leadership Training 

-- $40,000
Mozambique Lay Leadership Training 

-- $20,000
Brazil “Shade and Fresh Water” 

children’s program -- $20,000
Just Neighbors Matching Funds Grant 

for Immigrant Legal Counsel in four 
districts -- $30,000
To date nearly $100,000 has been 

collected toward that goal. For more 
information call 521-1105.

Welcome, Farewell and Congratulations!

We welcome the following clergy 
who received new appointments 

to the Richmond District at Annual 
Conference in Roanoke on June 22:
Delano Douglas to Walmsley 

Boulevard UMC
Josette Franklin to Greenwood-Laurel 

Park UMCs
Karen Hittle to Powhatan UMC
Dan Kim to Gum Spring UMC
Raja Samuel Kirubakaran to Good 

Shepherd UMC as associate 
Robin Lafon to Willis UMC
Hung Su Lim to Trinity UMC as 

associate
Mark Montgomery to St. Matthew’s 

UMC
Elizabeth “Lisa” Nordan to Kenwood 

UMC
Nancy Robinson to Christ UMC
Teresa Smith to Corinth UMC 

(Sandston)
Denise B. Watkins to St. Andrew’s 

UMC
Michael Whaley to extension ministry
Andrew Willson to Boulevard UMC 

and
Andrew Willson to Centenary UMC as 

Minister with Young Adults
And wish God’s richest blessings 

to these pastors who are leaving the 
District to begin new adventures in 
ministry:
John Hemming to the Charlottesville 

District
Keith Lauer to pursue other 

opportunities in ministry
Barbara Lewis to the James River 

District
Lauren Lobenhofer to the Roanoke 

District
Erin Reibel to pursue other 

opportunities in ministry
And prayers for a blessed 

retirement for:
Joe Winfree

Congratulations to the following 
Richmond District candidates for 
ministry who were Commissioned as 
Provisional Members:
Jonathan Poarch
Elizabeth “Lisa” Nordan

Kits for Conference Totals

This year’s kit collection required 
a third tractor trailer. The kits will 

make their way to the Mission Central 
warehouse in Mechanicsburg, PA for 
distribution whereever they are needed 
as determined by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

Totals collected:
14,243 school kits valued at $156,673
39,296 hygiene kits valued at $435,552
663 flood buckets valued at $49,725
54,202 kits valued at $641,950.
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Prayers for...
Bishop Sharma Lewis, who continues 

on a six month medical leave 
following her fourth hip surgery.

Dale Childrey, former Administrative 
Assistant to the Conference Council 
Director, on the death of her husband, 
Bob, on June 18.

Rev. Jay Kelchner, Shady Grove UMC, 
Mechanicsville, on the death of his 
father, Ray Stelzl, on June 30.

Rev. David Torrence, retired, who was 
hopsitalized with a heart issue in June.

Rev. Matt Bates, Centenary UMC, on 
the death of his sister-in-law, Kelley 
Bates in Oklahoma City on June 14.

Rev. Tom Brown, retired, who is in 
rehab at Johnston-Willis following 
hospitalization in June.

Helping Hands

Helping Hands is a hands-on mission 
experience for rising 4th-6th graders. 

We have two more weeks hosted by 
churches who invite your church to 
come and be a part of the fun, worship, 
and service. 
August 1-2 hosted at Woodlake UMC, 

Midlothian. Contact is Dianna Foster 
<dfoster@woodlakeumc.org>.

 August 1-2 hosted at Deep Creek UMC, 
Chesapeake. Contact is Keriann Craig 
<keriann.craig@deepcreekumc.org>.
Registration information is available at 

<www.vaumc.org/Events>.

Friends,

“Save your people and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd 
and carry them forever.” Psalm 28:9

I have heard pastors in the past speak of what they called a “Popeye 
Moment.” A few of us might still remember the old “Popeye” cartoons. At 
nearly every episode, the weak Popeye would encounter a challenge, usually 
when his sweetheart “Olive Oyle” was being harassed by the bully Brutus. The 
situation would eventually become too much and he would famously say, 
“That’s all I can stanz and I can’t stanz no more…” Popeye would then eat his 
spinach, find his strength, rise up, and do what needed done to remedy the 
situation. 

I have been speaking with several clergy and lay leaders since Annual 
Conference and my sense is that many have arrived at a “Popeye Moment” 
after the voting and its demonstrated division in our Conference. Some have 
asked what can be done, searching if you will, for that can of spinach.

Needless to say, we can do much better than Popeye. We all go to different 
places in the challenges but as for me and my house, I find prayer to be the 
most powerful and effective place when these moments arrive. After decades 
of missteps that grace filled people have overlooked, I have learned the hard 
way that the world and my world is a much better place when we are “quick 
to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.” (James 1:19) We need to 
listen to God first of all when life goes south.

As a result, I would like to invite all clergy and lay leaders of our 
congregations within the Richmond District to join me for a season of 
prayer. Every Wednesday morning, starting August 7 at 8:00 a.m., I will be at 
Richmond Hill, 2209 E. Grace Street. We will gather with whoever shows up, 
look over the city and surrounding areas, and we will pray together for the 
revival of the people called Methodist in the Richmond District and beyond. 
We will meet every week until Advent. Our focus will not be upon the 
contemporary issues that plague our denomination. We will simply be turning 
to our Lord and asking God to “Save your people and bless your inheritance, 
(to) be their shepherd and carry them forever.” (Psalm 28:9) We will together, 
ask the Lord to once again send upon us a “season of refreshing…” (Acts 3:19) 

Over the years, I have found the God does the best work when we are at 
our wits end and as a denomination we are there. So come join me for prayer 
August 7th and beyond. No matter what, it will work much better than a can 
of spinach in this contemporary Popeye Moment.

In Christ

Pete

Early Response Training

Basic Early Response Team Training 
will be held on Saturday, July 27, 9 

a.m. until approximately 5 p.m. Payment 
can be made that day at 8:15 until class 
starts, but registration in advance is 
needed. The class will be held in the 
Davis Fellowship Hall at Chester UMC, 
12132 Percival Street, Chester, VA 23831. 
The cost is $35, checks should be made 
to the Virginia UMC. Registration: contact 
Rev. Kirk Culpepper at (757) 434-0078 or 
email <disasterinfo@vaumc.org>.
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Listening Well Bible Study

Women of all ages, including high 
school students, are invited to 

take an in-depth look at the Biblical 
stories of seven women, including Eve, 
Sarah, Rachel, Miriam, Hannah, Ruth, and 
Esther. The reading will include Bible 
narratives, articles, and books written by 
women scholars and critics. Please join 
us, Wednesday evenings through August 
7, for dinner before the class each week, 
5:45 p.m., at Ellwood Thompson’s in 
Carytown. Discussion will begin at 7 p.m. 
in Reveille’s welcome center, 4200 Cary 
Street Road, Richmond. To register, visit 
<www.reveilleumc.org/study>.

Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat

This award-winning musical by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber is celebrating 

its 50th anniversary this year and 
Reveille UMC’s youth are bringing it to 
you in July! Make plans now to attend 
performances, July 11 or 12, 7 p.m., or 
July 13, 2 p.m., in Reveille’s sanctuary, 
4200 Cary Street Road, Richmond. 
Performances are free and open to the 
public. Please invite your friends and 
family to attend! Learn more at <www.
reveilleumc.org/music-events>. Call   
359-6041 for more information.

Mission Possible!

Lakeside UMC will be taking a United 
Methodist Volunteer In Mission team 

to Tarboro, NC to participate in a massive 
hurricane recovery effort presently 
being undertaken by the North Carolina 
Conference.  

This is a team where NO experience 
is necessary and where anybody can 
make a difference in a multi-year effort 
to provide relief to the thousands of 
homes affected by several hurricanes 
over the last few years. Many houses sit 
damaged and unoccupied waiting for 
teams to help families adjusting to a 
new reality. This is where we come in…
and they know we are coming.

The dates are Sunday, September 
29 to Saturday, October 5. We’ll bring 
commonly used tools while some 
supplies will be provided to us. Our 
work will be assigned to us when 
we arrive and will be based on the 
capabilities of our team, but ANYONE 
can help. The cost is $350 and each 
team member needs to bring their own 
bedding, towels and personal items.  
Transportation, food, insurance, supplies 
and registration are all included. There 
will be at least one and perhaps two 
mandatory team meetings. 

For more information and/or 
questions and an application, contact 
the team leader, Kip Robinson, at 
<Krobin7856@aol.com> or 539-2494.

…Do all the good you can as long as 
ever you can.~John Wesley 

Share Your Voice 

Please participate in the Conference 
Communications Survey. The mission 

of the Conference Communications 
Office is to provide you with the Virginia 
Conference information you need, 
including conference news and events, 
updates from the Bishop, information on 
training opportunities, and local ministry 
stories. Our goal is to provide you 
with the information you want to see 
through the communications channels 
that are most useful to you. We have 
created a short communications survey 
to get your feedback so we can learn 
how to serve you better. Please visit 
<www.VAUMC.org/survey> to take the 
survey, and please share this link with 
others in your congregation. The survey 
will remain open until July 31, 2019.

Mission Encounter 2019
Learning Together for 

Transformation of the World

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, 
July 26-28

Smith Mountain Lake 
4-H Center, Wirtz VA

See <www.vaumc.org/Mission
Encounter> for

registration information

Voices of YOUth Tour

Voices of YOUth is currently on an 
international mission trip and will 

return from Poland on July 3. They 
have spent their time working through 
discipleship at a youth camp. When they 
return, they will be on their Virginia tour 
where the youth share their testimony 
and song in a meaningful worship 
experience. Their schedule for the next 
week is:
July 5- Winchester- Burnt Factory 

UMC, 7 p.m.
July 6 -Virginia Beach– Courthouse 

Community UMC, 7 p.m.
July 7- Virginia Beach- Nimmo UMC, 

8:30 a.m.; 9:45 a.m.; 11 a.m.
July 7- Virginia Beach- Community 

UMC, 6 p.m.
July 9 – Salem – First UMC, 7 p.m.
July 10- Richmond- The Hermitage, 

10 a.m.
July 10- Poquoson- Tabernacle UMC, 

6:30 p.m.
For more information call 521-1142.

Mentor’s Needed

All God’s Children Camp has 
successfully completed one amazing 

week of camp. There are still two weeks 
to go. AGGC serves children with at least 
one incarcerated parent. AGGC is still 
in need of seven male mentors for the 
week of August 11-16 at Chanco on the 
James. Please call today to volunteer. For 
more information contact Lori Smith at 
(571) 245-9591 or <lttlelori@gmai.com>.



 (540) 932-1055. 
August 2-4–Lay Servnt Academy, 

Randolph-Macon College, 521-1155.
August 7–District Call to Prayer, 

Richmond Hill, 521-1124.
August 11-16–All God’s Children 

Camp, Camp Chanco, 571/245-9591.
August 13-15–Fresh Expressions 

Virginia Roundtables, Winchester, 
Roanoke and Elizabeth River, 

 521-1155.
September 21–DYM’s National Day 

of Volunteer Youth Ministry Training, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

September 27-28–UMMen’s Spiritual 
Advance, Baylake UMC, 757/839-0790.

September 29-October 5–UMVIM trip 
to Tarboro NC, 539-2494.

January 12, 2020–Richmond District 
Leadership Training Event, Bon Air 
UMC, 521-1124.
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Sharma D. Lewis Area Bishop
Peter M. Moon District Superintendent
Susan Petrey Administrative Assistant,
 Web Administrator
Maria Maxwell Cooridnator, Next Level Innovations
Cindy Payne-Ingroff District Treasurer
Ron White District Lay Leader
Scotty Doyle District President, UMW
Sonny Rea District President, UMM
Bill Chaffin District Ministry of Scouting Coord.
Bessie Owens Director, Lay Servant Ministries

We’re on the web at:
www.richmonddistrictumc.org

The DEADLINE for the NEXT ISSUE is 
the 15th of the month.
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July 3-August 7–Listening Well, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

July 6-13–Highland Support Project, 
Guatemala, 752-7374.

July 10–Voices of Youth, Hermitage, 
521-1142.

July 11-13–Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Reveille 
UMC, 359-6041. 

July 26-28–Mission Encounter 2019, 
Smith Mountain Lake 4-H Center, 
434/736-9241.

July 27–Basic Early Response Team 
Training, Chester UMC, 757/434-0078.

July 28-August 2–All God’s Children 
Camp–Occohannock on the Bay, 
571/245-9591.

August 1-2–Helping Hands, 
Woodlake UMC, MIdlothian, (540) 
932-1055. 

August 1-2–Helping Hands, Deep 
Creek UMC, Chesapeake, 

Lay Servant Schedule
Bessie Owens, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <obessie10@yahoo.com>, 
745-5372. Richmond District Certified 
Lay Servants lead worship regularly 
at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
7/7 Beth Sholom C Williams
7/14 University Park G Stephens
7/21 Beth Sholom A Henderson
7/28 Elmcroft Bessie Owens

Lay Servant Academy

Lay Servants are to serve 
the local church or charge 

in any way in which their 
witness or leadership and 
service inspires the laity to 
deeper commitment to Christ and more 
effective discipleship. The Lay Servant 
Academy is designed for all laity, not 
just lay servants. Courses are designed 
to support those seeking to become 
Certified Lay Servants and Certified Lay 
Speakers.

The 2019 Lay Servant Academy will 
be held August 2-4 at Randolph-Macon 
College in Ashland. For a brochure and/
or registration go to <www.vaumc.org/
Events>.


