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UM Center Closings

The District Office and the VAUMC 
Conference Center will close at 

1 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27 
and remain closed Friday, November 
29 in observance of the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

Grant Requests Due

Each year, we are excited to offer District grants to our churches to enable 
important congregational ministries. We are continuing a second grant 

opportunity which our Board of Missions has entitled “Five Talent Grants.” Note that 
the application process is different for each grant. If you desire to apply for either 
grant email <RichmondDistrict@vaumc.org> for the appropriate form. The deadline 
for these applications is November 15, 2019.

BEING CHURCH IN AN 
AGE OF DISAGREEMENT
WITH VERY REV. IAN S. MARKHAM, Ph.D.

Richmond District
Virginia United Methodist Church

District Conference and
Leadership Training Event
Sunday, January 12, 2-5:00 p.m.
Bon Air UMC
1645 Buford Road
N. Chesterfield VA 23235
See <www.richmonddistrictumc.org> for details

Bikes for Christ

Hello Richmond District Family and 
VAUMC Conference. It’s that time of 

year again when we begin to prepare for 
our Bikes for Christ giveaway. Each year 
we try to giveaway hundreds of bicycles 
to needy families. The only way this is 
possible is through donations from our 
local churches, brothers, sisters, and 
small groups. Can you imagine a child 
with a brand new bike for the first time? 
We are asking graciously for our beloved 
conference to help. 

All donations need to be in by 
December 9. We are claiming the First 
Sunday in December as Bikes for Christ 
Day. Thank you so much and God bless. 

Send all donations/checks to: Worship 
and Praise UMC, 3006 East Laburnum 
Avenue, Richmond VA 23223. For more 
information call Worship and Praise at 
648-8031. 
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Prayers for...
Rev. Larry Lenow, Trinity UMC, and 

family on the death September 19 of 
his nephew, Justin Theaume, 39, of 
Texas.

Rev. Tom Brown, retired, is in Beaufont 
Health Center recovering from an 
October hospitalization.

Rev. LouAnn Federick, retired, on 
the death of her husband, Dallas 
Frederick, on June 8, 2019.

Rev. Bill James, retired, and family on 
the death of his sister, Phyllis Sutphen, 
92, in Florida.

Rev. Jim Lavender, Corinth UMC 
(Goochland), who is recovering from 
vascular leg surgery in October.

Friends,

By now most of you know some of my story. Before I was in the ministry I 
was a Navy flyer. I had lots of duties in the aircraft I flew but one of them was 
a navigator. The particular plane I flew was designed to accomplish its mission 
in all weather. It had all sorts of (what was then) state of the art radar and 
electronics so that that mission could be flown (except for takeoff and landing) 
without ever needing to look outside the cockpit. As a result, we spent a lot of 
time flying in clouds and most of the time we flew at night. 

Over the years I developed a habit. Generally, we would fly the mission 
at night and in overcast conditions, but when it was over and time to head 
home, we would climb up to get above the clouds. After an hour and a half 
of staring at a radar screen and other instruments, once on top of the clouds, 
I would come out of the fancy instruments, and find the North Star. Despite 
the millions of dollars of electronics and all the time listening to the feedback 
of those high powered instruments, it was reassuring to turn my head up, 
outside the cockpit, and see that North Star. Once I found that lovely and 
constant star, I was absolutely certain, despite all the fancy equipment at my 
fingertips, that we were really headed the right way for home.  

This week I had a luncheon conversation with a pastor who was struggling. 
He said he was sick and tired of speaking to issues of General Conference. He 
was weary of dealing with the questions before and after worship and the 
general anxiety within his congregation. He was struggling to find what to 
preach on in this confusing mass of angst that is our denominational world 
right now. 

In the end, we both landed on the North Star of our faith. We spoke of the 
essentials…things like the cross, the resurrection, the hope, the constancy and 
love of God. We spoke of the gift of grace as we have seen it in the cross.

This month, as we enter a time of Thanksgiving, I pray that you will join me 
in being thankful for who our God is, what our God has done in Jesus, and 
what our God continues to do by the grace of the Holy Spirit. We have been 
spending a lot of time of late in the clouds. We have been looking at lots of 
instruments that have been frankly, giving us a lot of direction, most of it 
unreliable. I for one am thankful that we always have the ability to pop out 
above the clouds, find the North Star, and be reminded of who and whose 
we are. Clouds will come again, no doubt, but for now, I am thankful that 
no matter what, we serve and can always find a risen savior, who still loves 
this church, and in whom I can find hope, no matter what. That hope can 
always guide me home, even in this very complicated and cloudy world of 
contemporary United Methodism. 

Have a great and refreshing Thanksgiving time…don’t forget who and whose 
you are!

In Christ

Pete

Weekly Prayer Time

Pete Moon began a weekly prayer 
time in August. Gather every Tuesday 

at Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, 
Richmond, at 12:30 p.m. for a brief time 
of prayer. We will be praying for the 
revival and renewal of the people called 
Methodist in Richmond and beyond. We 
will be gathering there each week until 
Advent. Come and join us!

Save the Date!

Richmond District 
Youth Retreat

February 14-16, 2020
Eagle Eyrie

featuring the Arise Band and
Steve Darr, Campus Minister for 
Comminity College Ministries 

in SW Virginia
Call Pam Hill, 901-0989,
for more information

Conference Fall Youth Retreat

In divided times it’s easier to stick with 
our tribe, our comfort. Jesus offers 

another way that seems harder but could 
change the world! The conference Center 
for Next Generation Ministries can’t wait 
to see the youth for the conference youth 
retreat on November15-17. Join hundreds 
of middle and high school youth exploring 
what it takes and what it looks like to be 
ONE! Spots are limited this year, so move 
quickly. Find updates, speaker bios, and 
videos at <facebook.com/vaumcyouth.> 
For questions, email <nextgen@vaumc.
org> or call 521-1135. 



November 2019 RICHMOND DISTRICT DISPATCH  Page 3

Volunteer Opportunity at 
All God’s Children Camp:

If you are looking for a place to serve 
and minister with a group of children 

ages 7-12, All God’s Children Camp is 
the perfect space! I encourage you to 
get a group together and come join 
us for a week at camp with children 
who need to know that someone is 
for them. Camp life is so much fun and 
has so many opportunities for you to 
get to know your camper and grow in 
relationship with God and each other.  
We need mentors to make camp 
happen. So please consider joining us for 
a week of mission right here in the state 
of Virginia. Please contact Lori Smith at 
<lttlelori@gmail.com> or (571) 245-9591 
for more information.  Dates for 2020 are 
June 14-19, July 26-31 and August 9-14.

UMFS December Offering

United Methodist Family Services 
(UMFS) is the Virginia Conference 

designated offering for December. UMFS 
deeply appreciates the support of local 
churches in this ministry, helping high-
risk children create a brighter future. By 
November 15, each church in the district 
should receive a packet to support you 
with the offering, including 25 bulletin 
inserts and 25 offering envelopes. If 
you contacted us earlier for a different 
amount, you will receive a custom order 
with the amount you requested. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out if you would 
like additional materials. We are also 
happy to provide an electronic printer-
friendly version of the bulletin insert, 
a short UMFS video, and other worship 
resources on our website at <www.
UMFS.org/church>. Please contact Jill 
Gaynor at <jgaynor@umfs.org> or 254-
9463 with any questions, or to place an 
order for additional materials. Thank you 
for your support!

2020 Initiatives of Hope 
Heads to Cambodia

Travel with the Rev. Glenn Rowley, 
director of the conference Center for 

Justice and Missional Excellence, to visit 
the rapidly-growing Methodist Church 
of Cambodia (MCC) from January 25- 
February 8, 2020. You will experience the 
energetic faith of Cambodian Christians 
while visiting several churches, schools, 
dormitories, and mission projects of 
the MCC. You will have opportunities 
to share your faith, learn about the 
strength of a mission partnership and 
experience the beauty of this ancient 
culture tempered by a history affected 
by war and genocide. Cost is $1,850 
which includes airfare, hotel rooms, 
ground transportation, meals and 
emergency health/accident insurance. 
There are only 10 spots available. For 
details and to apply to go, contact Rev.
Rowley at <glennrowley@vaumc.org> or 
521-1143.

Meet Bishop Ken Carter 

Make plans 
to attend 

a special 
program with 
Embracing the 
Wideness author 
Bishop Ken 
Carter, resident 
bishop of the 
Florida Area 
and president 
of the Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church, on Wednesday, 
November 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary of Reveille UMC, 4200 Cary 
Street Road, Richmond. To RSVP for the 
Wednesday evening dinner before the 
program, visit <www.reveilleumc.org/
wednesday>. Call 359-6041 for more 
information.

Help Aid the Bahamas 
through UMCOR

As Hurricane Dorian wreaked havoc 
on the Bahamas, the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
awarded a solidarity grant to Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat, the Disaster Ministry 
of the Bahamas Conference of the 
Methodist Church. This grant provides 
immediate, emergency short-term 
funding to address the basic human 
needs of those affected by this 
catastrophic storm. You can join with 
UMCOR by donating to our disaster 
response and recovery funds. Thank you 
for your continued prayers and support.
Give to International Disaster 

Response and Recovery (Advance # 
982450)

Give to United States Disaster 
Response and Recovery (Advance # 
901670) 

Call 521-1142 for more information.

Youth JAM turns 25

Richmond Youth Choir JAM is 
celebrating 25 years of singing God’s 

praises. This ecumenical youth choir 
festival is open to singers in grades 
6-12 and draws participants from 
several different denominations in the 
Richmond area as well as from Northern 
Virginia, the Tidewater area, southwest 
Virginia, and North Carolina. Youth choirs 
of all sizes as well as individual singers 
are welcome to join. This year’s festival 
will be November 22-23 at Reveille 
UMC, 4200 Cary Street Road, Richmond.  
Mark Miller of Drew University will 
be the guest director. The festival 
chorus will be performing several of 
Miller’s compositions as well as other 
selections. The final concert will be at 
3 p.m. on Saturday, November 23 at 
Reveille. It is free and open to the public. 
A love offering will be taken. As an 
encore following the program, all Youth 
Choir JAM “alumni” singers and directors 
in the audience are invited to join the 
chorus in singing “Creation of Peace” by 
Mark Miller. For more information or to 
get the link for this piece, contact Ruth 
Lewandowski at <singandring@verizon.
net> or 837-7541.



January 25-February 8, 2020–
Initiative of Hope trip to Cambodia, 
521-1143. 

January 30, 2020–UM Day at General 
Assembly, 434/594-6241.

February 14-16, 2020–Richmond 
District Youth Retreat, Eagle Eyrie, 
901-0989.

February 24-March 4, 2020–Bishop's 
Holy Land Tour, 521-1103.

June 14-19, 2020–All God’s Children 
Camp, 245-9591. 

July 17-19, 2020–Lay Servant 
Academy, Randolph-Macon College, 
521-1155.

July 26-31, 2020–All God’s Children 
Camp, 245-9591. 

August 9-14, 2020–All God’s Children 
Camp, 245-9591. 
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District Opportunities

Richmond District
Virginia Conference

The United Methodist Church
10330 Staples Mill Road

P.O. Box 5606
Glen Allen, Virginia 23058

Phone: (804)521-1124
FAX: 521-1175

Email: RichmondDistrict@vaumc.org

Sharma D. Lewis Area Bishop
Peter M. Moon District Superintendent
Susan Petrey Administrative Assistant,
 Web Administrator
Maria Maxwell Coordinator, Next Level Innovations
Cindy Payne-Ingroff District Treasurer
Ron White District Lay Leader
Scotty Doyle District President, UMW
TBA District President, UMM
Bill Chaffin District Ministry of Scouting Coord.
Bessie Owens Director, Lay Servant Ministries

We’re on the web at:
www.richmonddistrictumc.org

The DEADLINE for the NEXT ISSUE is 
the 15th of the month.

DISTRICT
DISPATCH

November 9–Richmond District 
UMW Leadership and Development 
Training, St. Luke’s UMC, 640-5355. 

November 11–Bishop Ken Carter, 
Reveille UMC, 359-6041.

November 14–5 Talent Academy, 
Woodlake UMC, 521-1155.

November 15-17–Conference Youth 
Retreat, 521-1135.. 

November 22-23–Youth JAM, Reveille 
UMC, 837-7541.

December 7–Richmond District 
UMW Advent Service, Forest Grove 
UMC, Hanover, 640-5355.

December 8–Richmond District 
Leadership Training for Finance, 
Trustees, and SPRC, 521-1124. 

December 9–Bikes for Christ 
deadline, 648-8031.

January 12, 2020–Richmond 
District Conference & Leadership 
Development Training, Bon Air UMC, 
521-1124.

Lay Servant Schedule
Bessie Owens, director, Lay Servant 
Ministries: <obessie10@yahoo.com>, 
745-5372. Richmond District Certified 
Lay Servants lead worship regularly 
at the following care centers:
Date Place Speaker
11/3 Beth Sholom A Henderson
11/10 University Park Bessie Owens
11/17 Beth Sholom A Henderson
11/24 Elmcroft Bob Stephens

Lay Servant Ministries 
is pleased to announce:

2020 Lay Servant 
Academy

July 17-July 19
Randolph-Macon College

Mark your calendars and
share with interested persons!

More information coming in February!


